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practice) almost unlimited control given to the master by the appren-
ticeship system.
The grounds on which an appeal could be made by an apprentice for
discharge from his master were that he had been given 'immoderate* or
* unreasonable* correction, had not been provided with sufficient meat,
drink and necessaries, had been turned away by his master, or had not
been instructed in his trade.67 The master could apply for the discharge
or correction (by a committal to Bridewell or to the County House of
Correction) of his apprentice for behaving otherwise th«n as a good
and dutiful servant and by breaking the covenants of the indentures by
absenting himself, leaving his service, spoiling his goods, refusing to
work or frequenting bad company. The first step towards getting a
discharge was to apply to a justice, who could settle or compound the
matter if he could get the parties to agree, or could send the apprentice
to a Bridewell or House of Correction. If they failed to agree, an appeal
had to be made to Quarter Sessions. A formal petition, probably dirawn
up by some justice's clerk or hedge lawyer, was made, setting forth the
alleged grievances and praying relief. Both sides were heard, it is often
said that they were represented by counsel, and witnesses were some-
times examined. The case was usually heard at the next Sessions after
that to which the petition had been made, but was sometimes adjourned
from Sessions to Sessions, so that relief was by no means immediate.
Cases frequently went by default, the master having absconded, or,
when the facts were very black, refusing to appear.
When indentures were cancelled, more especially when this was
through the fault of the master, or when only a short part of the term
had expired, the Sessions often ordered the return of a part of the bind-
ing fee, but such orders were of little use when, as often happened, the
master was an absconding debtor.
In the case of apprentices bound according to the custom of London
to a freeman of the City the appeal was in the first instance to the City
Chamberlain, who could reprimand, admonish or commit to BridewelL
The place of Quarter Sessions was taken by the Lord Mayor's Court,
where the facts were tried by a jury and the Recorder decided the points
of law.67
The appeal to Quarter Sessions was a fair protection for the appren-
tice with friends who could afford the inevitable expense. In 1747 the

